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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The period May 2025 to February 2026 marked the successful 
completion of FIFA’s Normalization process and the dawn of a 
new, stable era for Maldivian football. Following the unanimous 
approval of the revised FAM Statutes on 27 June 2025 and the 
election of President Ahmed Thariq (Tom) and his Executive 
Committee on 26 July 2025, FAM delivered one of the most active 
and successful seasons in its history.

Top-flight football returned after nearly two years, more than 130 
official matches were played between September and December 
alone, women’s football made an emotional comeback after over 
a decade, Atoll football was formally integrated, and the 
Maldives achieved historic international success by winning the 
inaugural SAFF Futsal Championship 2026 undefeated.
Domestic highlights included Maziya S&R winning the Dhivehi 
Premier League 2025/26 for a record sixth time (unbeaten 
champions) and also claiming the Women’s Premier League title. 
Odi Sports Club finished as league runners-up and lifted the 
President’s Cup 2026.
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1. GOVERNANCE AND TRANSITION

1.1 Ordinary Congress – 27 June 2025

The Ordinary Congress was held with full attendance of 23 
Member Clubs. The revised FIFA-approved FAM Statutes were 
unanimously approved. The new statutes fully align with FIFA and 
AFC requirements, strengthening democratic governance, club 
licensing systems, judicial bodies, and good governance 
practices.

1.2 Election of New Executive Committee – 26 July 
2025

On 26 July 2025, Mr. Ahmed Thariq (Tom) and his full Executive 
Committee were elected unopposed by a unanimous vote of all 
22 Congress Members. This marked the official end of the 
Normalization period and the beginning of member-driven, 
stable administration.
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2. EVENTS AND TOURNAMENTS

September 2025 

The Charity Shield served as the curtain-raiser, officially 
reopening top-division football and crowning the champions in a 
celebratory return to action. On the regional stage, the Maldives 
emerged victorious in the South Asian Super Cup 2025, securing 
the title with a commanding 4–1 aggregate win over Sri Lanka. 
Marking a triumphant return and the beginning of a new chapter, 
the Dhivehi Premier League 2025/26 resumed top-flight 
competition after nearly two years, reigniting excitement and 
passion across the nation.

October 2025

The Senior National Team made a long-awaited return to the 
National Stadium after 733 days, greeted by fans who poured out 
pure love and passion for the game in an unforgettable show of 
support. In another historic moment, the Maldives welcomed a 
FIFA President for the first time in more than 19 years. The grand 
visit generated immense excitement nationwide, marking a 
significant milestone for Maldivian football and highlighting its 
growing presence on the international stage.
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November 2025

From Island to Glory: The revamped Atoll Football structure 
kicked off, providing a clear pathway for island-based clubs to 
rise to the top and empowering grassroots talent nationwide.

Another key highlight of the month was a special training camp 
provided to Palestine U17 national team in the Maldives, further 
strengthening the long lasting love and friendship betwee the 
people of Maldives and Palestine. 
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December 2025

A New Chapter: Women’s football made an emotional comeback 
after more than a decade – stronger, prouder, and ready to 
inspire the next generation.

Women’s Premier League: Maziya S&R completed the domestic 
double by winning the title.

January–February 2026

International & Domestic Glory: SAFF Futsal Championship 2026 
(Bangkok, 14–26 January): Maldives crowned undefeated 
champions (6 wins from 6 matches), clinching the title with one 
match to spare after a 3-1 victory over Bhutan – Maldives’ first-
ever SAFF Futsal title.

Dhivehi Premier League 2025/26: Maziya S&R crowned 
champions for a record sixth time (unbeaten season). Odi Sports 
Club finished as runners-up.

President’s Cup 2026 Final: Odi Sports Club defeated Maziya S&R 
on penalties after the game finished 1-1, their first top flight title 
and in  their debut season.
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3. NATIONAL TEAMS
3.1 Senior Men’s National Team & Futsal National Team

The senior team’s return to the National Stadium and the historic 
futsal triumph in Bangkok were the standout moments of the 
period.

3.2 Women’s National Futsal Team

The first ever women's national futsal team took part in the 
inaugral SAFF Women's Futsal Championship held in Bangkok in 
January. 
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4. YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
4.1 FAM Under-14 Championship 2026

The championship commenced on 6 February 2026 with18 
teamsparticipating. The competition featured 45 matchesin the 
first round and another 45 matches in the second round, 
providing a strong platform for the next generation of Maldivian 
talent.

5. CLUB LICENSING & COMPLIANCE

The new administration strengthened the club licensing system in 
line with AFC and FIFA regulations. All participating clubs in the 
Dhivehi Premier League and other national competitions 
complied with the updated criteria.
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6. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

(Audited Financial Statements for the period 1 January 2025 – 31 
December 2025 will be presented separately by the Treasurer / 
External Auditor.)

Key Highlights  

All FIFA funding has been fully restored, marking a significant step 
forward in the organization’s stability. Transparent financial 
management practices have been implemented, and the debt 
restructuring plan is progressing successfully. In addition, strong 
commercial partnerships have been secured for the season, 
further reinforcing financial sustainability and growth.

7. COMPLIANCE REPORT

The organization is in full compliance with the new FAM Statutes 
approved on 27 June 2025. All Standing and Judicial Committees 
have been reconstituted and are fully functional, ensuring proper 
governance and oversight. Robust anti-corruption, 
safeguarding, and good governance policies are actively 
enforced to maintain integrity and accountability. Under the 
current administration, there have been no major court cases or 
disciplinary issues. Furthermore, there is 100 percent adherence 
to FIFA and AFC statutes, including strict compliance with all 
reporting deadlines.
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8. FIFA INTERNATIONAL MATCH 
OFFICIALS – 2025
The following officials were listed as FIFA International Match 
Officials representing the Maldives in 2025.

Name   Category   International Since
FAZEEL Adam  FIFA Referee   2016 
HUSSAIN Zaheer FIFA Referee   2024 
JAVIZ Mohamed FIFA Referee   2016 
NASEER Afsheen FIFA Referee   2025 
SINAN Hussain  FIFA Referee   2020 
ABDULLA Ahmed FIFA Assistant Referee 2015 
AFSAH Ahmed  FIFA Assistant Referee 2012 
HASSAN Ahmed FIFA Assistant Referee 2023 
NIUSHAD Mohamed FIFA Assistant Referee 2019 
RASHEED Jaufar FIFA Assistant Referee 2012 
RAUF Raeef  FIFA Assistant Referee 2024 
SHATHIR Abdulla FIFA Assistant Referee 2024 

Referee development programs, refresher courses, and fitness 
assessments were conducted during the reporting period to 
maintain technical standards.



9. FUTURE PLANS (2026–2027)

The strategic focus includes the full professionalisation of the 
Dhivehi Premier League to elevate competition standards and 
operational excellence. There are plans for further expansion of 
the Women’s League and the strengthening of youth 
development pathways to ensure long-term sustainability of the 
sport. A bid will be pursued to host major international 
tournaments, enhancing global visibility and experience. 
Infrastructure development is underway at the National Stadium 
and across regional facilities to support growth at all levels. The 
FAM Football Strategic Plan 2026–2030 will be implemented to 
guide structured progress, alongside enhanced digital 
engagement initiatives aimed at improving the overall fan 
experience.
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10. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS & 
CONCLUDING REMARKS

We extend our deepest gratitude to all 22 Member Clubs for their 
active participation and unwavering support. We also sincerely 
thank the Government of Maldives and the Ministry of Sports, 
Fitness and Recreation for their continued commitment to the 
development of sport in the nation. Our appreciation goes to 
FIFA and the AFC for their ongoing guidance and valued 
partnership. We are equally grateful to our title sponsors, 
commercial partners, and media for their vital contributions. 
Finally, we acknowledge the dedication of our coaches, players, 
referees, volunteers, and officials, and above all, the passionate 
fans who make Maldivian football truly special.

The 2025 season will be remembered as the year Maldivian 
football was reborn – stable governance, record activity, 
emotional returns, and historic titles. Under the new executive 
committee, we now stand on a solid foundation for even greater 
success.
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